Scoring of chronic hepatitis.
Grading of the severity of chronic hepatitis and staging of its structural consequences are widely used in clinical trials of therapy and in research. Simple and complex methods are available. Intra- and interobserver variation can be reduced but not eliminated, because grading and staging are essentially subjective. The data are categorical rather than numerical and must be treated accordingly. Morphometry of fibrous tissue offers a different approach to biopsy assessment.